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COMMUNISM  VERSUS  RELIGION 

"A  man  put  green  glasses  on  his  cow  and  fed  her  sawdust. 
He  hoped  she  would  believe  it  was  grass,   Eut  she  didn't. 
She  died  on  him."- 

A  strange  and  ominous  new  force  has  entered  the  world. 
It  has  promised  to  its  adherents  a  life  on  earth  which  rivals 
any  panacea  or  world  scheme  that  man  has  ever  devised.   In 
its  brief  forty  years  of  existence  it  has  taken  control  of 
one  third  of  the  people  of  the  world  and  controls  over  one 
fourth  of  the  world's  surface.   But  the  bright  hope  of  Com- 
munism has  not  brou.^ht  the  people  out  of  darkness  into  light, 
"It  has  compounded  the  darkness  and  its  world  has  brought 
descent  into  a  kind  of  gray  dustiness  in  which  beauty  and 
elegance  and  freedom  and  life  are  all  traded  in  for  a  full- 
bellied  bovine  security  in  which  there  are  only  occasional 
small,  private  pleasures  to  leaven  the  gray  lump  of  life." 

The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  consider  some  of  the 

Communist  propositions  in  relation  to  the  religion  of  the 

West,  the  Juoeo-Christian  tradition.   I  propose  to  show  more 

clearly  the  contrasts  between  the  two  ideologies,  and  the 

apparent  links  between  them.   We  will  briefly  look  at  some 

of  the  reasons  for  the  Communist  appeal  at  these  points  of 

contact,  some  of  the  fallacies  of  this  supposed  link,  and 

the  methods  we  as  chaplains  can  use  to  combat  this  alien 

philosophy  in  our  midst. 

■"■Carl  Sandburg,  The  People  Yes,  p.  7I . 

^Stewart  Alsop,  "Behind  the  Facade",  The  Saturday  Evening 
Post,  Feb,  6,  i960,  p,  89, 


I  will  compare  and  evaluate  Communism  and  religion  in 
three  ways: 

1.  The  criticisms  each  makes  of  the  existing  order; 

2.  What  each  thinks  is  the  character  of  a  just  social 
order  ; 

3.  What  each  teaches  about  the  meaning  of  life. 

First,  let  us  look  at  the  criticism  Communism  and 
religion  make  of  the  existing  order. 

Communism  condemns  the  private  ownership  of  property, 
except  perhaps  a  few  types  of  consumer  goods,  asserting  that 
private  property  results  in  the  exploitation  of  the  masses 
(the  proletariat  or  "working  class").   "Modern  bourgeois 
private  property  is  the  final  and  most  complete  expression 
of  the  system  of  producing  and  appropriating  products  that 
is  based  on  class  antagonisms,  on  the  exploitation  of  the 
many  by  the  few  ....  the  theory  of  the  Communists  may  be 
summed  up  in  the  single  sentence:  Abolition  of  private  pro- 
perty."5   The  Communists  see  in  the  very  nature  of  those  an- 
tagonisms a  system  which  breeds  the  evil  of  exploitation. 
For  them,  only  the  state  can  benevolently  control  property 
for  the  good  of  all. 

Vi/hereas  for  Communists  the  highest  control,  the  ultimate 
court  of  appeal  and  judgment  lie  with  the  state,  for  religion 
the  highest  source  of  nood  is  Ood,  the  Father  of  all  mankind. 
Therefore  from  the  religious  viewpoint  all  property,  public 
and  private,  is  a  trust  from  God  and  is  to  be  so  used.   The 
crucial  word  is  use  --  unselfish  use  --  not  ownership; 
Stewardship,  not  socialism.   The  link  between  these  two  criti- 
cisms is  a  close  one,  and  many  have  never  caught  the  dis- 

5Marx  &  En  gels.  The  Communist  ivlanifesto.  p.  25 
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tinction.   Both  state  that  exploitation  of  the  individual  is 
an  evil  to  be  corrected.   Many  view  religion  as  teaching  a 
kind  of  primitive  communism  and  this  view  enables  them  to 
consider  the  economics  of  Communism  as  a  valid  way  out  of 
deprivation."''  Luring  our  own  depression  of  the  1930's  the 
Socialists  and  Communists  polled  almost  one  million  votes, 
indicating  that  in  time  of  stress  the  Communist  doctrine's 
economic  arpeal  has  an  "in"  with  us.   Even  today  in  the  strongly 
religious  nation  of  Italy  there  remain  nearly  two  million  card- 
holding  Communist  party  members;  the  actual  membership  figure 
is  1,760,338.   And  during  major  nsticnal  elections  the  party 
is  able  to  pull  from  10  to  11  million  votes  --  or  36^  of  the 
total. -^  Why  is  this  so?   In  large  p^rt  because  the  poverty 
and  discontent  in  Italian  life  blind  the  eyes  of  many  people 
to  the  basic  contradictions  between  their  religious  values 
and  those  of  the  Communists.   According  to  some  authorities, 
L,  S.  aid  to  underprivileged  areas  has  been  the  ciiief  deter- 
rent in  preventing  more  countries  from  aligning  themselves  with 
Communism,   '■^he  other  side  of  the  coin  is  shown  by  John  C, 
Dennett  when  he  states:   "We  can  go  further  and  ssy  that  Com- 
munism, as  is  often  the  case  with  heresy,  is  a  response  to  a 
certain  one-sidedness  in  the  development  of  the  Christianity 
of  the  churches;  and  it  is  a  corrective  that  all  Christians 
must  take  seriously.   Communism  has  acted  as  a  reminder  of 
the  responsibility  of  Christians  and  of  the  Church  to  seek 
the  realization  of  more  equal  justice  in  society.   Its  bitter 
attacks  upon  conventional  religion  have  had  a  measure  of 

--^The  Holy  Bible.  Acts  k'32. 

^Editorial,  "Italian  Communists",  Between  the  Ljnes.  1  Mar . ' 60 
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justification  because  of  the  excessive  individualism  of 
Evangelical  Protestantism  and  because  of  the  identification 
of  Protestant  churches  with  the  middle  classes  and  of  both 
Roman  and  Orthodox  churches  with  the  established  political  and 
social  order  of  the  various  countries  in  which  they  have  been 
dominant."^ 

Communism  condemns,  too,  inequalities  in  opportunity  and 
power  resulting  from  capitalism,  which  it  maintains  must  be 
removed  by  concentrating  all  control  in  the  state.   State 
power  is  substituted  for  individual  power.   The  government 
becomes  sll  powerful.   The  Judeo-Chr Istian  religion  ,  because 
of  its  emphasis  on  a  free  individual  response  to  God  and  his 
spiritual  urgings,  condemns  concern tratlon  of  power  in  the  state 
or  any  other  agency  which  denies  the  people's  ri^ht  to  deter- 
mine their  way  of  life.   Therefore  it  teaches  that  power  should 
reside  not  in  the  government  but  in  the  people,  although  it 
like  Communism  condemns  the  inequitable  distribution  and  the 
irresponsible  use  of  power. 

Again,  the  Communists  drive  a  wedge  between  labor  and 
capital  throughout  the  world.   They  laugh  at  our  recent  steel 
strike  and  say  that  it  is  a  sign  of  weakness  which  only  state 
control  can  remedy.   To  the  man  who  is  in  the  labor  market, 
particularly  to  the  man  who  suffers  for  want  of  a  job,  this 
appeal  is  a  strong  one.   Hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  in 
our  world  have  turned  to  socialism,  even  the  Communist  brand, 
because  they  think  it  promises  them  more  guarantee  of  economic 
security  than  V^estern  capitalism  offers. 

Unlike  Communism,  there  is  no  reli'lous  or  Christian 
John  C,  Bennett,  Christianity  and  Communism,  p.  I4.7 
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economic  systera.   It  has  no  teaching  that  can  be  so  directly 
related  to  the  changing  conditions  of  economic  life  that  v;e 
can  say  of  any  particular  pattern  that  It  Is  universally  and 
inevitably  Christian  or  religious.   It  does  maintain  that  both 
capital  and  labor  are  brothers,  each  part  of  the  functioning 
economic  v.^hole,  each  \fith  his  responsibilities  and  contributions, 
vfhich  v;ould  become  clear  under  God's  guidance. 

The  last  criticism  of  the  exisltlng  order  which  I  shall 
pinpoint  is  that  Commiinism  condemns  emphasis  on  indivlduallEm 
and  unrestrained  self-expression.   All  should  \Jork   for  the 
promotion  of  the  "cause"  according  to  a  plan-the  Communist 
plan.  Any  other  expression  is  extraneous,  a  v;aste  of  time  and 
talent.   Relfelon  teaches  God's  plan,  but  emphasizes  that  it 
is  personal.  As  long  as  God's  lav/s  are  not  broken,  the 
individual  may  express  himself  as  he  pleases.   But  like 
Communism,  religion  condemns  emphasis  on  selfish  Irresponsible 
individualism.   It  seeks  to  provide  an  antidote  for  any 
particular  Ideolggles  or  blind  spots  which  society  develops, 
and  stresses  the  Importance  of  social  responsibility  and  the 
claims  of  justice,  justice  always  under  the  pull  of  equality. 
\Ie   face  some  very  real  problems  in  this  area  but  we  must 
not  fall  prey  to  the  Communist  propaganda.  For  the  "cause" 
of  the  Cocimunlst  has  to  be  one  and  indivisible.   In  Communist 
dominated  countries  no  citizen  can  criticize  or  Condemn  (as 
we  constantly  do)  the  ends  v;hlch  the  Communist  state  dictates. 
\-Ie    should  knovj  by  now  that  any  self-expression  which  runs  couriter 

to  the  party  line  meets  with  .-quick  and  immediate  disfavor. 

According  to  Marx  all  other  classes  but  the  proletariat  decay 
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and  finally  disappear. ..  .they  detrert  their  ovm  standpoint 
(I  might  add,  or  are  eliminated)  to  adopt  that  of  the  proleta- 
riat.'^ 

Vrtiat  doer  Communicm  and  religion  have  to  Bay  about  the 
character  of  a  just  social  order?  Communism,  like  religion, 
Is  basically  a  faith.   It  off  err?  a  supreme  goal  in  life.   It 
promisee-  redemption  from  all  recognized  evils.   It  proclaims 

a  classless  society,  v/hich  is  to  be  secured  by  eliminating 

A 
all  but  one  class.   It  maintains  the  supremecy  of  the  prole- 
tariat in  ifhich  the  individual^  significance  derives  from  his 
membership  in  the  class.   This  is  not  to  say  that  the  individual 
is  totally  left  out  of  the  pictiire.   Quite  the  contrary.   In 
1936  the  Communists  wrote  into  their  nev;  Constitution  rights 
and  privileges  that  on  paper  rival  our  o^fn.   In  chapter  10 
iinder  "Fundamental  Rights  and  Duties  of  Citizens"  we  find  the 
follov/ing: 

Article  118-  Every  citizen  is  guaranteed  the  right  to 
work.   Unemployment  is  abolished. 

Article  121-  All  citizens  have  the  right  to  an  education 
up  to  and  including  a  iiniversity  education 
free  of  charge. 

Article  123-  Equal  rights  are  given  to  all  citizens 

irrespective  of  their  nationality  or  race. 
Any  violation  of  this  right  is  punishable 
by  law.° 

Religion,  too,  proclaims  the  supremacy  of  the  person,  v;ho 

is  a  child  of  God  and  s,n  object  of  inherent  viorth,  but  this 

supremacy  is  over  the  state.   Religion  further  proclaims  the 

brotherhood  of  men,  In  which  all  individuals  and  groups  work 

together  for  the  common  good. 

'fe  have  often  played  into  the  Communist's  hands,   when 

7 

^Marx  &  Engels,  The  Communist  Manifesto,  p.  19. 
°Ivar  Ppector,  A  History  of  Russia,  p.  161-162. 
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as  euppo^edly  religiou:^  people  we  go  all-out  for  status  and 
money  and  position  v/hlle  ignoring  the  man  next  to  ur.   The 
Oxfoid  conference  stated  the  case  against  us  in  these  terms: 

"The  tendency  of  economic  institutions  to  enhance  the 
acquisitiveness  of  men." 

"The  shocking  inequalities  in  economic  opportunities 
and  in  access  to  the  conditions  on  which  the  vrelfare  of  all 
depend?."  „ 

"The  irresponsible  possession  of  economic  power, "-^^ 

Vincent  Fheean  writes  of  our  callousness  in  the  Far  Ea-t: 
"Shanghai  had  been  built  by  foreigners  by  bleeding  the  Chinese, 
Exorbitant  profits  v/ere  made  by  foreign  trade,  or  by  direct 
exploitation  of  Chinese  labor-slave  labor.   I  never  met  any- 
body in  Shanghai  \fho  revealed  the  slightest  feeling  of  shame, 
the  slightest  consciousness  of  degradation  in  thus  taking 
advantage  of  human  misery  in  its  most  appalling  forms.   On  the 
contrary,  the  Shanghai  foreigners  felt  virtuous  because  they 
gave  their  coolies  a  slightly  better  chance  of  survival  than 
did  the  worst  of  the  Chinese  employers."    And  when  it  comes 
to  our  attitudes  and  behaviour  toward  the  Negro  in  our  own 
country  we  must  ho\-i   our  heads  in  shame  for  shabby  and  mean 
treatment  of  this  block  of  our  citizenry. 

This  haB  probably  been  our  most  vulnerable  spot  for  the 
Communist  to  launch  an  attack.  Vice-President  Nixon  said  of 
his  recent  visit  to  the  U.S.S.R.  tkat  he  found  questions 
about  our  race  relations  the  most  disquieting  and  the  hardes  t 
to  ansv;er.   The  "Red"  Dean  of  Canterbury  said  of  his  visit  to 

-'John  C.  Bennett,  Christianity  and  Communism,  p.  109. 
■'■^Vincent  Sheean,  Not  Peace  But  A  Sv:ord.  p.  176. 
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Russia  that  he  left  a  nation  v;hich  claimed  to  be  Christian 
and  wasn't,  and  went  to  vi^it  a  nation  (Russia)  which  claimed 
not  to  be  Christian  and  was. 

Fortunately  for  us  the  CominunistEhave  made  fev/  inraads 
among  our  Negro  citizens.  According  to  the  Overstreets, 
from  the  early  1920' s  no  tactic  or  stratagem  has  been  neglected 
to  win  over  the  Negroes.   Of  course  the  Communists  claim  over- 
whelming success  for  their  v/ork.   This  claim  has  been  a 
maneuver.   They  failed  partly  because  they  tried  to  appeal  to 
the  Negro  as  a  separate  national  group.  A  second  reason  for 
failure  has  been  simply  that  the  party  has  exploited  Negro 
problems  instead  of  trying  to  solve  them. 

""^e  must  also  keep  in  mind  that  the  Communists  have 
created  their  own  brand  of  discrimination.  For  one  thing, 
v;e  know  how  they  have  ttied  unceasingly  to  cut  out  '.fhat  they 
call  the  cancer  of  religion.  Alsop  in  his  travels  ran  across 
what  he  calls  the  "New  Class".   Members  of  this  class  are 
managers  of  state  enterprises,  upper  bureaucrats,  plus  some 
favored  intellectuals,  professional  men,  doctors,   Tliese  men 
have  the  new  privileged  positions  formerly  occupied  by  the 
nobility,  and  in  terms  of  power  and  prestige  their  situation 
is  hardly  less  enviable  than  that  of  an  aristocrat  of  the  old 
regime. ^2 

Let  us  turn  to  the  meaning  of  life  as  interpreted  by 

Communism  and  religion.   Communism  teaches  atheism.   Religiom 

Harry  &  Bonaro  Over  street,  '.*/hat  ''le   Must  Knov;  Abaut 
Communism,  pp.  203-205. 
•^^Alsop,  The  Saturday  Even  in  rr,  Post,  6  Feb.  I96O,  pp.  88-89. 
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Is  the  product  of  fear  and  a  flight  into  fantasy,  go  they  say. 
Religion  according  to  Lenin  ie  the  opiate  of  the  people.   In 
the  Communist  Manife:;to  Marx  v^rote,  "Tliere  are,  be;?-ides, 
eternal  truths^,  fruch  a?  Freedom,  Justice,  etc,  lihat  are  common 
to  all  rtates  of  society.   But  Comraunism  abolishes  eternal 
truths,  it  abolishes  all  religion,  all  morality,  instead  of 
constituting  them  on  a  nevr  basis;  it  therefore  acts  in  contradic= 
tion  to  all  past  historical  experience, "^^ 

Religion  teaches  Theism:  an  all-righteous,  all  loving 
God  is  the  source  of  man's  existence  and  his  only  final  deliver- 
ance from  sin  and  evil.   Service  to  him  is  man's  primary 
motivation  in  continuing  personal  and  social  reconstruction  of 
life. 

Here  has  been  a  chink  in  our  armor,  too.   In  the  first 
place  many  of  our  intellectuals  have  succumbed  to  the  scientism 
of  our  day,  a  la  Freud,  Newton,  Darv/in  and  Einstein,   Tliey  live 
in,  and  derive  their  impetus  from,  the  same  set  of  principles 
out  of  v/hich  Marx,  Engels,  and  Lenin  derived  their  atheism. 
Some  of  our  hiimanists,  vrhile  far  from  being  Qommunistc,  subscribe 
to  the  same  anti-supernaturalism,  the  same  relativism,  the  same 
naturalism  that  motivates  the  thinking  of  the  Communists,  For 
example  a  "Humanist  Manifesto"  was  put  out  in  Chicago  in  19-^9 
affirming  the  follov/ing  beliefs: 

"1,   The  universe  is  relf-exlsiting  and  was  not  created, 

2,  Man  is  a  part  of  nature  and  has  emerged  as  the 
result  of  a  continuous  process, 

3,  Religion  must  formulate  its  hopes  and  plans  in  the 
light  of  the  scientific  spirit  and  method, 

4,  The  religious  forms  and  ideas  of  our  fathers  are  no 


■^^p,  29. 
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longer  adequate.  Man  alone  Ie, responsible  for  the 
realization  of  the  v;o rid.  ,,,'.'•'- '^ 

These  views  as  propounded  by  the  humanist  find  root  in  the  minds 
of  thousands  of  our  people  and  provide  a  link  with  the  Communist 
philosophy  that  is  unmistakable.   John  Bennett  has  some  further 
things  to  say  on  why  atheism  has  grown  in  the  v/orld.   "All 
churches  are  under  judgment  for  the  anti-religious  character 
of  Communism,  he  writes.   He  quotes  Jacques  Maritain  as  saying, 
"the  cause  of  the  atheism  of  Commuism  is  due  to  the  Christian 
world  being  unfaithful  to  itB  ovra  principles,  in  a  profound 

sense  of  resentment,  not  only  against  the  Christian  world,  but 

and  here  lies  the  tragedy-against  Christianity  itself",  and 
quotes  Nicolas  Berdyaev,  himself  an  exiled  victim  of  the  anti- 
Christian  teaching  and  policy  of  Russian  Communism  as  stating: 
''Christians  who  condemn  the  Communists  for  their  godlessness 
and  antireligious  persecutions,  cannot  lay  the  whole  blame 
solely  upon  these  godless  Communists;  they  must  assign  part 
of  the  blame  to  themselves ... .have  Christians  done  very  much 
for  the  realization  of  Christian  justice  in  social  life?  Have 
they  striven  to  realize  the  brotherhood  of  man  vrithout  that 
hatred  and  vjdence  of  v;hich  they  accuse  the  Communists?  The 
sins  of  Christians,  the  sins  of  historical  churches,  have  been 
very  great,  and  these  sins  bring  with  them  their  just  punish- 
ment. "^5 

Communism  in  the  next  place  teaches  a  Utopian  viexir  of 

^^pp.  1-2. 
■-"John  C,  Bennett,  Christianity  and  Communism,  pp.  48-49. 
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history.  Human  existence  V7ill  find  fulfillment  on  earth  in  a 
progressively  improved  social  order,  through  the  operation  of 
economic  laws  and  by  means  of  class  struggle.   "In  place  of  the 
old  bourgeois  society,  v/ith  its  classes  and  class  antagonisms, 
v;e  shall  have  an  association,  in  vrhich  the  free  development  of 
each  is  the  condition  for  the  free  development  of  all," 

Religion  teaches  the  Kingdom  of  God.   The  meaning  of 
human  existence  must  be  understood  In  terms  not  only  of  the 
processes  of  history  but  also  of  G-od's  purposes  for  man's  life 
nov/  and  in  eternity.   If  men  v^ill  obey  the  i/ill  of  G-od,  Justice 
and  peace  will  increasingly  prevail  in  history. 

Both  envision  a  state  of  blessedness.   For  the  Communists 
it  will  come  on  earth  when  the  state  has  vrithered  av;ay  and  a 
classless  society  has  been  fully  realized.   For  the  man  of  faith 
it  will  come  not  In  this  v;orld  but  only  in  the  v;orld  to  come. 
The  Jewish- Christian  faiths  have  never  stated  that  the  Kingdom 
of  G-od  will  be  fully  realized  on  earth  as  It  is  in  heaven. 
For  there  v;ho  look  for  fulfillment  here  and  novf  Communism 
seems  to  hold  out  a  more  positive  hope.  And  it  is  true  that 
often  religion  has  been  so  concerned  with  "pie  in  the  sky 
when  we  die*  that  social  consciousness  has  been  -adly  lacking, 
Some  see  in  the  v;ay  v;e  have  handled  the  cold  v/ar  V7lth  emphasis 
on  distortions  that  breed  war.  In  our  mood  v;hlch  accepts  war 
as  inevitable,  attitudes  which  in  the  long  run  might  bring 
about  our  national  undoing.   Is  it  true  as  some  of  these  voices 

Marx  &  Engels,  The  Communist  Manifesto,  p.  31. 
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I? ay  tlilit  "our  great  dangers  come  not  from  Communirm  but 
from  our  own  extremifrts  who  u^e  the  immorality  of  Marxism-- 
that  the  end  jufitifie?  the  meanp-to  oppore  CommunlFm,  with  a 
suicidal  phobia  added? "■'•' 

And,  finally,  Communism  teaches  the  eubordination  of 
individual  personality.   The  interepts  of  the  individual  must 
be  subordinate  to  the  Communist  eystem  and  must  be  sacrificed 
if  necessary  as  a  means  to  victory  in  the  class  struggle. 

How  this  works  v;as  aptly  demonstrated  v;hen  I  was  a 
student  at  the  University  of  V/ashington  in  Seattle,  June  of 
1940.  Appendix  A  is  a  copy  of  a  typical  leaflet  that  was 

1  Pi 

passed  out  by  the  Campus  Branch  of  the  Communist  Party, 

Needless  to  say,  as  soon  as  Hitler  attacked  Prussia  the 

"Campus  Branch"  completely  reversed  their  opinions  and  war 

suddenly  became  right  and  honorable. 

The  Communist  appeal  to  altruism  has  undoubtedly  been  a 

strong  one.   Alsop  noted  in  his  travels  that  many  people  took 

great  pleasure  in  submerging  their  individual  effort  t6  that 

of  the  goup.  He  goes  on  to  say:  "In  the  time  I  spent  in 

Russia,  I  became  convinced  that  the  majority  of  Soviet  citizens. 

really  do  believe  essentially  what  the  Soviet  regime  wants 

them  to  believe.   They  may  dislike  Khrushchev  and  execrate 

the  memory  of  Ftalin,  but  most  of  them  believe,  nevertheless, 

^Isetween  The  Lines.  15  Oct,  1959,  p.  4. 
■'■^Eee  Annex  A. 
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that  their  -yctem  v.'ill  ultimately  trlumpli  over  all  other  pystemr, 
vrtilch  are  caught  up  In  a  procees:  of  Inevitable  decay."  "   Like- 
wise we  know  that  in  China  alarming  headway  has  been  made  in 
securing  loyalty,  particularly  of  the  young,  to  the  "common 
cauce". 

Religion  teaches  the  supreme  v;orth  and  dignity  of  person?. 
Every  individual  If.   of  infinite  viorth  in  the  eyec  of  God  and 
must  alwayp  be  regarded  by  his  fellows  not  as  a  means  to  an 
end,  but  as  an  end  in  himself.   "Are  not  two  sparrows  sold  for 
a  penny?  And  not  one  of  them  will  fall  to  the  ground  without 
your  Father'?  vflll.   But  even  the  hairs  of  your  head  are  all 
numbered,"    During  my  service  in  Korea  an^ my  tours  both 
in  Puerto  Rico  and  the  Canal  Zone  I  often  wondered  whether  v^e 
Americans  really  believe  in  this  truth.   In  our  o\-m   hemisphere 
Fidel  Castro  has  taken  over  in  Cuba  not  only  because  of  the 
oppression  the  people  suffered  under  Batita,  but  in  no  small 
part  because  the  people  of  Cuba  (the  proletariat  if  you  v/ill) 
felt  exploited  from  v/ithout  a'^  well  as  from  vfithln,  and  turned 
to  Castro  for  the  justice  they  felt  long  overdue.   Perhaps  the 
counter-i'ecdlution  led  by  Chiang  against  the  Communists  in 
China,  when  he  had  those  he  captured  butchered  and  tortured, 
accoionts  for  the  fact  ths.t  despite  his  numerical  superiority 
he  gradually  got  pushed  off  the  main^-and  and  into  the  sea  to 
finally  find  refuge  in  Formosa, 

^9 Saturday  Evening  Port.  6  Feb,,  I960,  p.  88, 
^°The  Holy  -Bible,  Ma^hew  10:  29-30, 
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In  trying  to  compare  Gominunl?m  and  religion  I  have  tried 
to  shov;  how  CommuniBm  ic  a  radical  break  ^vith  life,  a  proposed 
emancipation,  an  attempt  at  a  complete  explanation  of  life. 
On  paper  it  looks  good.  And  to  many  unfruspecting  mindr  it  has 
elementc  of  nobility  and  appeal.  Like  religion  it  appealr^  to 
man'r  latent  idealism,  and  to  many  it  is  an  attractive  alter- 
native to  religion.  Professor  John  Hallowell  of  Duke  University . 
maintainc  that  we  rrhould  not  take  the  magnetirm  of  Communism 
lightly;  that  the  greatest  danger  in  Communism  i'  not  in  its 
total  evil  or  falsehood,  but  in  its  isolated  elements  of  good. It 

is  at  these  points  of  isolated  good  v,-here  the  links  occur  and 

21 

where  the  v/eak  and  innocent  are  ensnared. 

The  Communists  see  in  the  histoiT-  of  the  world  a  class 
struggle  which  brings  progressive  improvement  until  it  is 
realized  in  the  classless  society.   The  Christian  Incarnation 
in  Christ  is  matched  by  the  advent  of  Marx  and  his  writings, 
enlightened  Gdmmunism  revealing  the  truth  vj-hich  v;ill  bring 
ultimate  victory,  a  heaven  on  earth.  Our  first  task,  then, 
as  ehaplains,  is  to  understand  the  supposed  affinity:  the 
elements  of  faith,  the  emotional  appeal,  the  economic  pull, 
the  intellectual  presuppositions  which  exists  between  Communism 
and  religion. 

The  link  betv?een  the  two  systems  is  there.  But  let  this 
not  blind  us  to  some  very  important  facts.   Dis alius ionment  is 
rampant  under  the  CommuAist  system.   Millions  have  found  out 
that  Communist  state  control  is  not  the  panacea  claimed  for  it, 
21cpeech  given  at  Chaplains  School,  16  March  I96O. 
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Alrop  raw  this  dlf^alluslonment  in  rome  of  the  satellite 
countrie:^  he  visited.   He  speakr  of  it  thi£  v;ay:  "And  yet 

I  am  sure  that  the boyr  are  indeed  like  other  boys  and  do, 

indeed,  dream  of  a  better  and  easier  life.   I  am  pure  that  most 
of  them,,.. are  avrare  that  they  live  in  a  dictatorrhip  imposed 
by  another  coiJXtDti-y  and  abolutely  responsive  to  that  coimtry's 
orders.  But  especially  since  the  cruehing  of  the  Hungarian 
revolt,  they  don't  think  anything  can  be  done  about  it  and 
they  don't  intend  to  try.  There  is  very  little  faith  in 
Communism  no::,  in  the  satellite  states.  But  there  still  is 
fear. "^^ 

Our  next  job  is  to  recognize  all  the  while  that  Communism 
is  essentially  a  perversion  of  the  truth.   ',fe  must  knov;,  for 
example,  that  the  Communists  ignore  one  inescapable  element 
in  man,  the  element  of  sin.   They  see  in  the  capitalist  system 
evils  vfhich  v/ill  automatically  disappear  vrhen  communism  is 
adopted.   All  other  causes,  explanations  and  theories  are  not 
considered,   'fe  must  constantly  place  befofe  people  that  no 
system  or  theory  can  change  society  unless  and  until  man  ir 
changed  himself,  'v'e  must  restore  the  concept  of  history  v^hich 
sees  in  the  restoration  of  man  the  final  end  of  life. 

There  are  many  other  things  we  can  do  as  chaplains  and 
leaders  in  the  Army  to  reveal  the  true  nature  of  Communism,  'ie 
can  strengthen  anti-Communist  thinking  by  discussing  V7ith 
others  the  Communist  atroeinties  in  Hungary,  Korea,  and  Viet-Kam. 
^^ Saturday  Even in?  Po^t,  6  Feb,,  I960,  p*  88. 
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The  individual  approach  can  be  especially  effective  in  giving 
publicity  to  anti-Communist  bookf:.  An  intelligent  and  realistic 
discurfion  of  the  Communirt  problem  can  light  a  ppark  of  Intferert 
in  anyone.   Furthermore  v^e  can  pre^^ent  a  united  front  with 
people  of  good  v.-ill  v/ho^'e  view?  \re   may  not  completely  share. 
Many  Americanr  dir agree  v;ith  each  other  on  vital  queftlons  o  f 

the  day,  but  v/hen  it  come^  to  Communi^mAmericane  should  come  to 

23 
a  !:;olid  agreement,    J,  Edgar  Hoover  suggests  too  that  we  be 

alert  to  ^pot  deceptive  Communist  front  organizationr=.  But 

mort  importantly  for  u?  he  says:  "The  FBI  knov/s  that  the  bigger 

job  lier^  with  the  free  v;-orld'r  intellectual r. These  people 

v;ho  think,  the  intellectuals  If  you  please,  are  the  oner  v;ho 

can  and  must  convince  men  that  Communirm  1?   evil..., They  must 

be  as  vrilling  to  dedicate  themselves  to  their  cause  as  the 

24 
Comraunist't  have  been  to  dedicate  themf?elves  to  their  cause," 

As  v;e  face  the  future  and  the  challenge  posed  by  the 

specter  of  Communism  v;e  must  remember  in  the  classic  words 

of  Pierre  Van  Paasen,  "The  v/orld  does  not  stand  or  fall  with 

the  laws  of  life  which  Heaven  has  written  in  the  human  conscience. 

Not  what  man  does  but  how  he  does  it  is  decisive.   In  v;hat- 

ever  direction  the  future  moves,  whether  the  earthquake  is  long 

in  coming  or  not,  v/e  must  from  nov:  onward  learn  to  live  and  act 

in  the  Icnovfledge  that  we  are  all  responsible  to  and  for  one 

another,  because  v;e  have  one  common  eternal  destiny  and  because 

25 
we  are  dependent  on  the  one  Father  v;ho  made  brothers  of  us  all," 

23 
3ouscaren,  A  G-uide  to  Anti-Communi-t  Action,  pp  185-90. 

^5 J,  Edgar  Hoover,  Masters'  of  Deceit,  p.  316. 

^Sgan  FQgsaan.l'Shat.Day  Al6ae.  p.  284.* 
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(copy)  A'^"^^  -  ^ 

^MAT  IS  TO  BE  DOME? 

"WE  WAFr  NO  PART  OP  THIS  WAR,"  is  the  strongly  voiced  opinion  of  two  student 
Peace  rallies  and  a  Peace  poll.   Out  of  2500  voters,  2541  expressed  the  belief 
that  we  should  stay  on  our  side  of  the  oeean.   Yet  Dr.  Sieg  told  the  Student 
Peace  Comriittee,  just  before  the  meeting  last  Wednesday,  that  they  should  call 
it  off.   The  participants,  Dr.  Sieg  explained,  would  be  called  Communists.  And 
the  Seattle  Times  announced  shortly  after  the  first  meeting  that  such  demon- 
strations are  both  "unnecessary"  and  "Communistic."  We   accept  these  left-ha-ded 
compliments  from  Dr.  Sieg  and  the  Times,  for  they  were  admitting  that  foremost 
among  the  fighters  for  Peace  in  this  country  are  the  Coi.i.unists.   In  every 
state,  city,  village  and  on  every  campus  we  are  fighting  this  battle. 

^;^'E  FIGHT  ?0R  PEACE.  This  is  an  imperialist  war,  a  war  between  two  groups  of 
thieves.  To  fight  on  either  side  is  a  crime  against  human  decency  and  pro- 
gress. The  Jiritish  and  French  are  fighting  to  maintain  their  rule  over  hun- 
dreds oi  millions  or  colonial  people.   These  subjects  constitute  a  majority  of 
the  population  of  the  world  and  live  under  terrible  conditions.   Gemany  wants 
marlcets  and  colonies  which  Britain  and  Prance  control;  German  capitalism,  the 
creator  of  National  Socialism,  is  doing  its  best  to  get  them.  " 

PRESIDEl^r  ROOSEVELT  HAS  i3EC01iE  THE  LEADER  of  the  forces  which  are  trying  to  drag 
us  to  war.  By  aoandoning  the  New  Deal  policy  as  a  solution  to  our  many  econmmic 
problems  he  is  prospecting  for  the  fool's  gold  of  a  v/ar  boom.  By  courting  Wall 
Street,  U.S.  Steel  and  the  munitions  makers  he  has  changed  his  program  from 
pump-priming  to  muzzle-loading.   He  has  welcomed  Edward  R.  Stet oinius,  Jr.,  of 
U.S.  Steel,  Wm.  S.  Knudsen  of  General  Motors,  ana  T.S.  Gifxord  of  American 
Telephone  aiid  Telegraph  by  ap^jointing  them  to  his  "National  Defense  Com.-.ission" 
which  will  serve  the  United  States  as  does  Hitler's  Supreme  Economic  Council" 
in  Germany.  This  lat  ^-cr  group  ia  composed  oi  the  biggest  indusorialists  of 
Germany — Krupp,  Siemens,  Bosch,  Vogler,  Diehn,  and  others.   These  groups  profit 
from  war.  The  farmers,  laborers,  and  small  business  men  have  nothing  to  gain 
and  everything  to  lose. 

TO  CARRr  OUl'  THEIR  PROGRAi!  of  getting  us  into  the  imperialist  war  these  indus- 
trialists and  their  representatives  have  embarked  upon  a  campaign  of  damning 
any  move  toward  Peace.  Those  who  want  Peace  are  branded  as  belonging  to  the 
"Fifth  Column."  If  you  don't  want  to  die  fighting  for  British  and  French  im- 
perialism you  are  "an  agent  of  Hitler."  We  Comnunists  do  not  want  to  see  Hitler 
win;  we  want  to  see  the  German  people  destroy  him  and  his  "Supreme  Economic 
Council."  We  do  not  waiit  to  see  American  troops  in  Europe  where  they  can  be 
used  to  crush  people's  movements  against  this  war.  No  casualty  lists  have  been 
published  of  the  terrific  losses  in  Flanders,  The  ruling  classes  in  Europe  do 
not  dare  let  the  people  know  the  truth.  But  the  man  in  the  street  will  find  out 
and  will  refuse  to  plunge  into  this  orgy  of  slaughter  for  the  protection  of  the 
capitalistic  structure, 

\7HAT  IS  TO  BE  DONE?  We  should  oppose  any  loans  to  belligerents;  we  should  op- 
pose all  infringements  of  and  threats  to  civil  liberties;  we  should  oppose  any 
attacks  on  labor  unions,  the  Wages  and  Hours  Act,  and  the  National  Labor  Rela- 


2. 


,  :  "tions  Act.  Y  OU  majr  expresss  your  opposition  by  helping  to  build  a  new  PEACE 
WT  PAETY  of  the  people  against  Wall  Street's  Republican  and  Democratic  war  party. 
^  you  may  write  to  your  Congressmen;  and  you  may  join  the  Coninunist  Party  to  help 
lead  this  batble  for  V/orld  Peace  and  World  Socialism. 
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